
Council Member Jason Ritchie comments, 4/11 
 
1. During the April 2 meeting, you withdrew your motion to discuss the plastic bag 
proclamation.  The mayor says that denied the opportunity to have a debate.  Your 
comment on why you withdrew the motion? 
 
The mayor is incorrect in her memory and is apparently attempting to save face for a lack of 
leadership. She has made no attempt to find common ground on this issue and has not reached 
out as a leader should to bring us back together. Procedure is something the Mayor should 
always follow. Unfortunately, and to the detriment of our Council, Mayor Malchow chooses not 
to follow procedure when it doesn’t suit her position or allies. For example, in our Council Rules, 
under Section D General Decorum “a member shall neither, by conversation or otherwise, delay 
or interrupt the proceedings or the peace of the Council, nor disrupt any member while 
speaking...” There have been countless times when Mayor Malchow has chosen to interrupt her 
opponents. This has created an antagonistic, adversarial council and she has herself to blame 
for her divisive actions. 
 
While we are on procedure, its important to note that any recommendations coming out of a 
committee can be made into a motion and no second is required and that a tabling motion has 
to be either tabled to the end of the meeting or to a set date in the future. Additionally, you can’t 
table a motion before there is a motion on the floor. That makes CM Hornish’s tabling motion 
out of order. 
 
I made a tabling motion at the end to bring back CM Ross’s motion on political speech and my 
plastic bag discussion to a later meeting, specifically our next study session, attempting to follow 
the Roberts Rules. 
 
2.  The proposed proclamation didn’t receive the support of 3 council members to get on 
the agenda.  In the legislative committee meeting, you were heard insisting to have it 
voted on even though it was likely not to pass.  why push the issue if it won't pass? 
  
Mayor Malchow has, in the past, been supportive of a plastic bag ban, to the extent that she 
placed the issue on our “parking lot” or long term calendar. I believed, incorrectly, that she 
would support the issue being discussed in a council meeting. Further, a recommendation 
coming out of committee doesn’t need full support of the council. My intent was to bring up the 
issue that clearly is relevant to our core function of protecting our environment and has received 
strong support from our community. I believe that bringing this issue up for debate is important 
as it allow for us to better understand where each council member stands. Very recently, we 
have provided a reply and feedback on issues at the state level that are relevant for 
Sammamish, specifically Senator Pulumbo’s density bills. If there isn’t support for a direction 



being given on a certain issue, the way for that to be determined is at the council meeting. 
Mayor Malchow would have me violate the Open Public Meetings Act by counting votes before 
a meeting and only bringing up issues that can pass with a majority vote. I value the opinions of 
my fellow council members and respect the OPMA. I continue to believe that this issue is 
important to our community and should be discussed by the full council. 
 
3. We plan to publish your comments over text to Chris Ross, made the day after your 
post on fb was published.  would you like to provide context to the readers?  (our PRR on 
the issue asked for emails and text, but the city has only provided us with text so far.  if 
there are any emails that shed more light, we didn't receive those yet). 
 
Since I was elected to council, I have repeatedly asked to meet with CM Ross in an attempt to 
better understand where we may have common ground. Over the past 14 months, we have met 
a half dozen times. Sometimes, we can just agree to disagree and I feel like we’ve made some 
progress on understanding each other. However, during our last meeting, it became clear that 
something has changed in CM Ross. He espoused virulent and personally offensive views on 
myself and CM Stuart, including pejoratives that were completely out of line. I asked him to step 
back and he did not. He crossed a line and we are owned a personal apology. His actions will 
be met in kind. If Mayor Malchow were a leader, she would seek to moderate a meeting 
between CM Ross and myself to clear the air. Instead, she chooses to use this as more 
Facebook fodder against her political opponents. CM Ross should not feel comfortable using 
gender, political and racial stereotypes in my presence. 


