
City of Sammamish, Council Pos No. 2 

The city council sets the general policies of the city, which are implemented by 
the city manager and staff. One of council's main duties is the adoption of 
policies and the enactment of the city's annual budget. City council sets fiscal 
policies and approves all spending, whether for operations or capital items or 
public facility maintenance and improvements. The council also sets salaries for 
city employees. 

 
Mark Cross (N) 

 

Mark Cross (N) Urban Planner 

Biographical Information 

Address247 - 208th Ave NE, Sammamish WA 98074 

Phone (425) 830-0287 

Email mcross6616@comcast.net 

Web Sitehttp://www.democracy.com/markcrossforcouncil 

Town where you live Sammamish WA 

Experience (300 characters max) I have a BA in Urban Planning from the University of Washington. My 

35 year career in planning has been working for Cities and Counties in the Puget Sound Region. I 

served on the Sammamish City Council from 2004 t0 2012 and as Mayor of Sammamish in 2007. I 

am a 28 year resident of Sammamish. 

 

 

 

Christie Malchow (N) Small business partner 

Biographical Information 

Address3020 Issaquah-Pine Lake Rd PMB 231, Sammamish WA 98075 

Phone (425) 657-0619 

Email christie@malchow4sammamish.com 

http://maps.google.com/?q=247+-+208th+Ave+NE%2C+Sammamish+WA++98074
http://www.democracy.com/markcrossforcouncil
http://maps.google.com/?q=3020+Issaquah-Pine+Lake+Rd++PMB+231%2C+Sammamish+WA++98075


Web Sitehttp://www.malchow4sammamish.com 

YouTube Videohttps://www.youtube.com/watch?t=9&v=6EGtj4s0-WA 

Town where you live Sammamish 

Experience (300 characters max) A current small business partner, and former marketing manager in 

the medical device/biotech industries, Christie brings business experience to Sammamish. She is a 

mother of 2 young children, active citizen in the community in both the Rotary and the group Citizens 

for Sammamish. 

 

What are the issues surrounding your city/town's infrastucture? 

Mark Cross Candidate has not responded. 

 

Christie MalchowSammamish inherited an interesting road network from King County 15 years ago 

when we incorporated. It was vastly void of sidewalks, and many roadways didn’t connect. Public 

safety must rule when looking at road connections though. Sammamish has seen a lot of growth 

recently, and many of our roadways are choked with traffic while commuters try to get on and off the 

plateau. With all the new homes both being constructed, and those in the pipeline, our roadways 

need attention. The average home has 3.3 people, this will add about 2 cars onto our already 

burdened roads. With few ingress/egress points in Sammamish, it’s critical we invest in our 

roadways to improve citizens' ability to travel (via car, bike, or by sidewalk). 

 

Sammamish also lacks good storm water management in areas of the city. In areas that find 

themselves on steeper grades, and in combination with new development, water pools on roadways 

and brings down sediment & pollutants where infrastructure lacks. 

 

What are three major issues facing your city or town? 

Mark Cross Candidate has not responded. 

 

Christie Malchow 1. Development: Our city is facing tremendous growth. I don’t oppose our city 

taking its share of mandated growth, I do oppose our city granting variations to city code and 

regulations to developers. These codes exist to protect our city’s character-feel, our environment, 

and the public’s safety. It will have long-term consequences to the livability and enjoyment of our 

city.  

 

2. Traffic: With all the new homes both being constructed now, and those in the pipeline, our 

roadways are becoming more congested. Sammamish needs investments in our roads 

(widening/sidewalks/shoulders/curbs/bikelanes, etc.) to support the growth.  

 

3. Finances: Our city has failed to prioritize projects, and that is something that should be done now 

to avoid debt when and where possible as our city grows. We must make fiscally conservative 

choices on projects, being mindful that each individual project is part of the larger financial picture, 

and cost overruns today impact future projects & their viability. 

 

 

http://www.malchow4sammamish.com/


Of the three, which one is the most urgent? 

Mark Cross Candidate has not responded. 

 

Christie MalchowDevelopment. Once the trees are gone, it will be decades, if ever, we can replace 

what is gone. The trees provide more than beauty to our city, they provide refuge for wildlife, absorb 

runoff, among other benefits. There is a cumulative impact of each smaller project on the city as a 

whole. From the character-feel of our city, to the wildlife corridors, and water systems that we live 

amongst, if we do not uphold existing codes and regulations, the city will continue to morph into 

something much different than what we enjoy today. Along with the development comes the addition 

of vehicles on our roadways, and the need for road improvements. So while the traffic and roadway 

issues are separate, it is also very much so connected to the development Sammamish is 

experiencing. 

 

What methods will you use to work with the mayor (if you have an elected mayor) or the city manager 

or administrator(if you have an chief administrator hired by the council)? 

Mark Cross Candidate has not responded. 

 

Christie MalchowThe City Manager is the liaison between our elected Council and the staff that 

carries out the policies/codes/regulations made at the Council level. It is imperative to have open 

and transparent conversations with the City Manager, both to understand the context of each issue, 

and to ensure that once the Council has processed the input from citizens, researched the data, that 

the policies are then carried forward and properly executed at the staff level. Open communication 

lines, and willingness to listen, learn, and hear out differing opinions, will net a working relationship 

with the City Manager to ensure that our city carries out the will of the people it represents. 

 

What responses to the drought would you propose as council action for your city or town? 

Mark CrossCandidate has not responded. 

 

Christie MalchowIn the wake of the driest summer on record, our water districts asked for self-

imposed restrictions on water use. The good news, citizens of Sammamish responded accordingly. 

In the event that needed restrictions were not enough to provide water to our residents, suggestions 

to our two water districts might include designated system leak detection and repair, conservation-

based water rates, public education, and potentially, irrigation restrictions. 

 

City of Sammamish, Council Pos No. 4 

 
Hank Klein (N) 

(Hank Klein dropped out of this race, too late to remove his name from the ballot.—Editor, 

Sammamish Comment.) 

 



 

Ramiro Valderrama (N) Management Consulting/Technology 

Biographical Information 

Address20235 NE 18th Pl, Sammamish WA 98074 

Phone (425) 898-9777 

Email ramiro@votevalderrama.com 

Web Sitehttp://www.votevalderrama.com 

YouTube Video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jXpCEFw1zoQ 

Town where you live Sammamish 

Experience (300 characters max) As a Council member I have served as Chair of the Public Safety 

Committee, as a member of the Board of Eastside Fire and Rescue, and on the Finance, Legislative 

and Utilities Committees. I have had leadership roles with Fortune 100 companies and served on 

Boards of Directors for Non Profits 

 

What are the issues surrounding your city/town's infrastucture? 

Hank Klein Candidate has not responded. 

 

Ramiro Valderrama• As traffic volumes and commute times increase - our city has only three north 

–south arterials and each is constrained by how much if any extra capacity can be added. • Living on 

the plateau storm water run, treatment, and management and are causing dangerous conditions on 

slopes, road damage and negatively impacting the quality of our lakes, particularly Lake 

Sammamish. • Capacity to move our sewage from our city to the King County treatment facilities is 

over taxed and a Northern diversion route is behind schedule to help alleviate this problem. 

 

What are three major issues facing your city or town? 

Hank Klein Candidate has not responded. 

 

Ramiro Valderrama • Infrastructure – with over taxed roads, insufficient storm water management, 

and lack of sufficient sewage diversion capability  

 

• Balanced Growth – Provide for growth that preserves the character of Sammamish and our 

neighborhoods. Protecting our natural environment, trees and lakes; while respecting citizens 

property and complying with city ordinances.  

 

• Engaging Citizens – Actively listening to citizens to leverage their extraordinary knowledge and 

talents. Being collaborative and providing a respectful and transparent government. 

 

http://maps.google.com/?q=20235+NE+18th+Pl%2C+Sammamish+WA++98074
http://www.votevalderrama.com/


Of the three, which one is the most urgent? 

Hank Klein Candidate has not responded. 

 

Ramiro Valderrama Balanced Growth – as Sammamish after the great recession has experienced 

unprecedented development of residential and commercial developments. As more and more trees 

are taken down to accommodate this development, citizens fear that the character of the city is 

being lost and that the city has granted too many waivers. New emergency tree ordinances 

heightened this perception and call for more regulation. The City needs to provide for growth that 

preserves the character of Sammamish and our neighborhoods. The city needs to protect our 

natural environment, tree and lakes; while respecting citizen’s property and complying with city 

ordinances. 

 

To ensure the problems are addressed we need to ensure the citizens are actively engaged and that 

their concerns are heard and their input is valued. 

 

What methods will you use to work with the mayor (if you have an elected mayor) or the city manager 

or administrator(if you have an chief administrator hired by the council)? 

Hank Klein Candidate has not responded. 

 

Ramiro Valderrama The duties of the City Council Members are centered on developing and setting 

public policy in the City. In addition to listening to our citizens’ issues and working with the other 

council members in a close working relationship with the City Manager is necessary for development 

of public policy and ensuring that it is faithfully and consistently being implemented. I will continue to 

encourage input from the citizens and all parties affected. I will work to help the Council to develop a 

vision of the character of the city we want today and in the future. 

 

This will require a collaborative and creative process that both balances today’s emerging problems 

with long term trends and perspectives. With the City Manager I would also engage our neighboring 

cities, the County and the State Offices and Representatives as well as our regional affiliates (AWC, 

NLC, etc.) to ensure that problems are being dealt with in a comprehensive manner. 

 

What responses to the drought would you propose as council action for your city or town? 

Hank Klein Candidate has not responded. 

 

Ramiro Valderrama Given the increase in brush fires in our city this year, I would propose that the 

city work with Eastside Fire and Rescue, our and King County Police, Citizen Corp, School districts 

and the State to develop plans for implementing both a systematic “fire wise” preventive action plan 

for homes and buildings, and a communication and evacuation plan in case of future emergencies. 

With both of our Water districts, I would propose as part of the ongoing Comprehensive Plan to 

develop comprehensive city wide communications and monitoring plans to ensure citizens are made 

more aware of the water conservation alerts and water saving techniques. 
 



City of Sammamish, Council Pos No. 6 

 

Tom Hornish (N) CEO of cable TV network, Attorney 

Address704 228th Ave NE PMB 534, Sammamish WA 98074 

Phone (858) 775-5678 

Email hornishforcouncil@gmail.com 

Web Sitehttp://hornishforcouncil.com 

Town where you live Sammamish, WA 

Experience (300 characters max)Chemical/Petroleum Engineer Retired US Air Force Fighter Pilot 

Attorney CEO of Public Cable TV Network 

 

 

Tom Vance (N) Sammamish City Council, current mayor, retired from communications industry. 

Biographical Information 

Address22406 NE 25th Way, Sammamish WA 98074 

Phone (425) 836-8700 

Email tevance@comcast.net 

Web Site http://www.tomvanceforcouncil.com 

Town where you live Sammamish 

Experience (300 characters max) Four years on Council, two as Mayor. Four years on Planning 

Commission, three years as Chair. Many City committees and boards, involving parks and recreation 

and community development. A career in the communications industry. BA. MA, University of 

California, Santa Barbara. 

 

What are the issues surrounding your city/town's infrastucture? 

Tom Hornish In a word--roads; they're too congested. Sammamish's infrastructure/road planning 

must become much more proactive rather than reactive. With the city's rapid growth over the past 

few years, the emphasis has been on adding and building new facilities instead of ensuring that the 

roads can handle the current traffic, let alone the additional traffic from these new facilities. To help 

address our traffic issues, I will prioritize the city's projects to first solve the current traffic problems 

http://maps.google.com/?q=704+228th+Ave+NE+PMB+534%2C+Sammamish+WA++98074
http://hornishforcouncil.com/
http://maps.google.com/?q=22406+NE+25th+Way%2C+Sammamish+WA++98074
http://www.tomvanceforcouncil.com/


instead of making it worse and then asking "what can we do?" In addition, I will ensure that if we 

spend taxpayer's money on a road project it will actually address and alleviate a problem. 

 

Tom Vance Sammamish is young. In 1999, we were at 30,000 residents. Inherited infrastructure 

was rural. We have closed much of the transportation gap; we are about to close a recreation gap 

with our new Community & Aquatic Center. We have continued to grow, at 50,000 residents, with 

continuing roads and parks issues. Working with Issaquah on the Klahanie annexation gave us an 

opportunity to improve commuter roads in the south to I-90. Now we are working with regional 

partners, including the County, Redmond, WashDot, Metro and Sound Transit to improve north end 

commutes to SR 520 and transit options. We continue to improve transportation in the city: 

sidewalks, bike lanes and roads, while keeping neighborhoods safe. I introduced Vision Zero 

strategies to make our roads and pathways safer for pedestrians, cyclists and autos. I hope to see a 

draft plan in early 2016. We continue to protect our environmental infrastructure: strong regulations, 

creating parks and preserve open space and tree canopy. 

 

What are three major issues facing your city or town? 

Tom Hornish1. Balancing growth with preservation of the environment and the character of our city. 

 

2. Need for better, more open communication with citizens, i.e. more transparency. As a council 

member, I will seek input from the city's citizens to better understand their concerns instead of 

deciding on my own what I think they should be concerned about or what I might be personally 

concerned about. Then after a decision is made, I will communicate and explain the reasons why 

that decision was made. 

 

3. Fiscal responsibility. Since incorporation, Sammamish has generally had good fiscal responsibility, 

but the current long-term plans and projections are somewhat concerning. We need to have a logical 

and realistic long-term financial plan to address the issues we're facing as a relatively new city that is 

growing rapidly. 

 

Tom Vance Our major issues all involve keeping up with growth and preserving our heritage of open 

space and critical areas. Transportation and parks infrastructure is mentioned above. We also need 

housing choices, so seniors can downsize and stay in the community, along with more affordable 

housing, especially for those who work in our community: police, teachers, retail employees and 

others. We need to keep our environmental regulations strong to protect our unique landslide and 

erosion hazard zones, as well as our extensive system of wetlands and buffers. We are working to 

vastly upgrade our tree retention policies. All of us value the environment we have in our city. 

 

Of the three, which one is the most urgent? 

Tom Hornish Without a doubt, the first one--"Balancing growth with preservation of the environment 

and the character of our city." 

 

Over the last few years the city's growth has been "managed" by allowing developers to clear-cut 

substantially all of the trees on a lot and build too many structures without adequately addressing the 



environmental issues resulting from such practice. Even more concerning has been the city's 

practice over the last few years of granting numerous variances (exceptions to the current city 

ordinances) to developers or to the city itself. Although there have been statements of concern for 

the environment by current council members over that past few years, the actual practice of the city 

has been otherwise. If we don't do a better job of balancing these concerns soon, our city's character 

will be lost, certain fish species will become extinct, and the reason many of us chose Sammamish 

to be our home will be gone forever. Time is of the essence! 

 

Tom Vance In a young city, with a long legacy of infrastructure deficits, after many years of growth 

and continuing growth, it is hard to settle on one issue that is more important that the others. They 

are all important. However, if I must choose, I'm going to say our efforts to preserve our 

environmental heritage must be at the top of the list. After local jobs, so many of our residents have 

come here for the wonderful environment we have. But with continued rapid growth, and the cost of 

land, we have a real challenge to preserve open space and protect the environment we now enjoy. 

Our new tree policies will ensure no net loss of trees, even with new development. Our efforts to 

create an "emerald necklace" of forested areas across our eastern border will preserve open space. 

And our continued efforts to bring private lands into public use in the city will help us create new 

parks and preserve forested lands in the city. 

 

What methods will you use to work with the mayor (if you have an elected mayor) or the city manager 

or administrator (if you have an chief administrator hired by the council)? 

Tom Hornish Having served on numerous boards of directors, I completely understand that the 

board, or the council in the case of a city, sets policy and the CEO, or the city manager in the case of 

Sammamish, implements that policy. In the context of a company, I found that the best method for 

working with the CEO to make sure he's actually implementing the board adopted policy or strategy 

is communication, communication and more communication, and I believe this is also the best 

method for a council member to work effectively with a city manager. However, I've learned through 

my experience that effective communication is not easy--it's more than just saying some words, it 

means actually getting a message conveyed that is clearly understood. So the best method I would 

use to work with the city manager is clear, concise communication followed up by many clarifying 

questions from me as well as I hope from the city manager to make sure we're both on the same 

page. 

 

Tom Vance Sammamish is one of the best run cities in America. Our ability to finance new capital 

projects, such as a 75,000 square foot Community & Aquatic Center, without raising taxes or 

borrowing, is evidence of that. As Mayor and council member, I've worked make sure we have 

policies that are in line with our infrastructure goals in our city, that promote an efficiently run city, 

and that at the same time are in line with our very successful financial policies. Working with our City 

Manager to make sure our policies, our plans, and our long-term goals match up with our capacity to 

finance those things is our major effort. Agenda planning with the City Manager to make sure our 

work as a Council stays up with our work plan is another very important effort. 

 

 



What responses to the drought would you propose as council action for your city or town? 

Tom Hornish Obviously when the water supply becomes limited, the only way to help is to conserve 

its use. During this past year, the water districts in Sammamish have asked for voluntary water 

curtailment by the citizens of Sammamish which I believe is a great first step--the council of 

Sammamish could easily support this, and should. If that is not sufficient to maintain our water 

supply, and should the drought worsen, I'd suggest the council work with the water districts to 

implement and support more stringent curtailment of water usage such as only allowing watering of 

landscape during the summer months every other day for even/odd house numbers—and only for a 

maximum amount of time. For example, addresses ending in even numbers water their landscaping 

only on Monday, Wednesday and Friday, and odd number addresses only on Tuesday, Thursday 

and Saturday. Although the city of Sammamish does not manage its water system, council could 

lend its support to enforce such a rule. 

 

Tom Vance While Sammamish does not operate water and sewer systems in our city, we support 

our two water and sewer districts efforts to conserve our water resources. In addition, Sammamish is 

part of the King County Cities climate change coalition. We support efforts to use water more 

sustainably, including the use of gray water resources, and watershed planning that ensures better 

infiltration to recharge our water resources. We have, however, made an effort to preserve our 

existing system of trees and shrubs during the worst of the drought. And overall preservation of 

water and water resources remains a priority, and should remain a priority. 


